
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Buisiness
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (99) NAYS (0) NOT VOTING (1)

Republican       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats

(54 or 100%)       (45 or 100%)       (0 or 0%) (0 or 0%) (0) (1)
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Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Don Nickles, Chairman
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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
104th Congress September 29, 1995, 10:00 a.m.

1st Session Vote No. 474 Page S-14585  Temp. Record

COMMERCE-JUSTICE-STATE APPROPRIATIONS/Violence Against Women Act

SUBJECT: Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for
fiscal year 1996 . . . H.R. 2076. Biden amendment No. 2815. 

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 99-0

SYNOPSIS: As reported, H.R. 2076, the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and related agencies
appropriations bill for fiscal year 1996, will provide a total of $26.525 billion in new budget authority, which is

1 percent less than provided for fiscal year (FY) 1995, and which is $4.634 billion less than the Administration requested. The Justice
Department and the Judiciary will receive substantial increases in funding, and the Commerce Department, the State Department,
and related agencies will receive substantial reductions in funding.

The Biden amendment would increase the amount appropriated to fund the programs of the Violence Against Women Act to
$175 million (the bill will provide $100 million, which is three times the amount provided in fiscal year 1995; the maximum amount
authorized is $176.7 million).

NOTE: No offsets were necessary for the amendment because prior to the offering of the amendment the Appropriations
Committee increased the 602(b) budget authority (BA) for this bill by $500 million and increased the outlay figure by $350 million.
The $500 million was provided from BA that the Appropriations Committee had held in reserve; the outlay increase was achieved
by decreasing the outlay allocation for the Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Bill. That bill had already passed the
Senate with higher spending levels than the House-passed bill. Rather than waiting for a conference committee to compromise and
arrive at a lower outlay level than provided in the Senate-passed bill, the Appropriations Committee cut that bill's 602(b) allocation.
The Biden amendment used part of the increase in budget authority and outlays.

Those favoring the amendment contended:

We are confident that the Biden amendment will have enthusiastic bipartisan support. As reported, this bill will triple funding



VOTE NO. 474 SEPTEMBER 29, 1995

for the programs of the Violence Against Women Act. Unfortunately, given funding restraints, that was the maximum amount that
could be provided, even though the authorization for that Act allowed for $75 million more in spending. Now, though, due to
increases in the budget authority and outlays allocated for this bill, it is possible to provide full funding. Senators are aware of the
statistics that prove the urgent need for this funding: every 18 seconds, a woman is beaten by her spouse, boyfriend, or other intimate
acquaintance; ever 5 minutes a woman is raped; nearly two out of three female victims know their attackers; and as many as 35
percent of all women who visit emergency treatment rooms are there because of family violence. The No. 1 threat to the health of
America's women is violent attacks by men. For too long our country has accepted the abuse of women. Attitudes need to change,
women need to be given safe havens, and aggressors need to be punished severely. We are very pleased that even in these tight
budgetary times it has been possible to fund fully the Violence Against Women Act. We urge Senators to join us in approving this
amendment.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.
 


